
Introduced the  
Academy Song

Hired the first  
full-time nurse

Bolstered GA’s athletic 
program by opening the  
field house and athletic field 
(now Ridgeview Campus)

Introduced scholarships

Established the following  
awards still given today:

•  Elizabeth Mims Couch  
Award, 1935 – originally  
for a student with the highest  
appreciation and attainment 
in literary or scientific 
subjects.

•  Katherine Hewitt Award,  
1936 – also known as the 
Good Companion Lamp. 
It is the only award given 
at graduation and the only 
award whose recipient is 
selected by her peers.

Expanded the Senior Class  
from 5 to 26 students

Was an avid traveler –  
she kept diaries (often  
written in French) of her  
annual summertime  
vacations to Europe

reputation as an elite college preparatory school 
through her rich and varied work in the spheres of 
dance and music. Alumnae fondly remember Mrs. 
Campbell’s senior-year English classes, which she 
taught throughout her time at GA. 

In 1950, the school purchased the 26-acre tract of 
land at 200 North Maple Avenue, which is the school’s 
current campus. In 1952, the renovated residence on 
the property was dedicated as the Lower School and 
renamed Ruth West Campbell Hall.

Mrs. Campbell retired from the Academy in 
August 1955, but did not retire from teaching. For 
the next six years, she taught English at the Uskudar 
Amerikan Lisesi in Istanbul, Turkey. Upon her return 
to the United States, she resided in Greenwich 
until she moved to England in 1967 to be near her 
daughter and two grandchildren. She passed away  
on February 13, 1971, in Bristol, England.

Scholarly, with a subtle wit and impressive 
manner, Mrs. Campbell made a lasting impression 
on all who knew her. For her, the school motto—
Toward the Building of Character—was a standard 
she never relinquished.

Did you know  
Mrs. Campbell...reputation as an elite college preparatory school 

Mrs. Campbell’s 
travel diary

Mrs. Campbell with GA’s riding team (1940s)

Mrs. Campbell with  
a group of seniors (1926)
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Mrs. Campbell teaching  
a senior English class (1942)

Mrs. Campbell with  
the GA Class of 1927
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m  Eamon DePeter teaching 
a Group IX math class. 

12 The Legendary 
Angela Tammaro 
Retires from GA

30Madrigals Enchant 
Scandinavian 
Audiences

Performing pieces in Danish, 
Norwegian, Swedish and English, 
the Madrigals’ tour was an 
unforgettable experience for all

24

Beginning a 
New Journey14
The Class of 2015 celebrates 
its graduation from 
Greenwich Academy

Greenwich Academy forges 
STEM partnership with LEO 
Zoological Conservation Center

Nurturing Wildlife 
Conservation

22 Moving Up
CC, Group IV, and Group  
VIII girls prepare to embark  
on new adventures

 orn in Harrisburg, Mrs. Campbell attended 
Wilson College in Pennsylvania. After 
graduation, she embarked on a three-year 
trip to Europe where she combined travel 

and study, spending a year teaching at the English 
Community School in Beirut, Syria. Following her 
return to the United States, she entered the Graduate 
School of Columbia University and earned her M.A. 
degree in 1915. 

Mrs. Campbell returned to Pennsylvania to be 
the head of the history department and associate 
principal at Walnut Lane School in Germantown.  
She then went on to teach history and current events 
at Mrs. Dow’s School in Briarcliff Manor, NY. She 
made such an impact on the students at Mrs. Dow’s, 
including reorganizing the academic departments, 
that the school dedicated their 1922 yearbook to 
her. Hearing of her achievements, the headmaster 
of Deerfield Academy, Frank Boyden, called upon 
Mrs. Campbell to reorganize Deerfield’s English 
department. Then, after a year teaching college 
preparatory English at Dana Hall in Wellesley, MA, 
Mrs. Campbell arrived at Greenwich Academy.

When Mrs. Campbell first came to GA, the 
98-year-old school had only 35 pupils and there were 
plans to close it entirely. Under the direction of Mrs. 
Campbell, however, enrollment grew and the day 
school once more became one of the leading girls’ 
schools in the New England area. 

Mrs. Campbell’s leadership at Greenwich 
Academy spanned three decades. During those years, 
she guided the school through its 1927 centennial 
as well as the Great Depression and World War II. 
One of the highlights of the centennial year was the 
opening of Century Hall at 116 Maple Avenue, where 
the school was located at the time. While serving 
as Head of School, Mrs. Campbell also wrote and 
published the first history of GA, A Century Passes.

Throughout the ’30s and ’40s, the school 
maintained its reputation for outstanding instruction 
and a well-developed curriculum. During her tenure, 
Mrs. Campbell oversaw the addition of a science 
department, the expansion of foreign language 
study and interscholastic athletics, and the inclusion 
of the Mensendieck posture training class. An 
active member of the Greenwich Choral Society, 
Mrs. Campbell also strengthened the Academy’s 
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Ruth West Campbell—a name familiar to many in the Greenwich 
Academy community, yet little is known about the life of the 
woman who led GA for three decades. We delved into the archives 
to learn more about Mrs. Campbell, who served as GA’s head of 
school from 1925 to 1955. 

By Archivist Nancy Wasserman 

Ruth West 
Campbell

Mrs. Campbell in the 1930s

Mrs. Campbell with the 
Group IX class (1926)
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